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China has 20% of the world’s population and just 9% of the world’s arable land. China has 
chronic droughts and desertification. Economic growth has taken arable land out of production, and 
pollution has made millions of acres unsuitable for farming. As a result, China is acquiring control of 
farmlands in the United States, Chile, Brazil, Russia, Ukraine, Bulgaria, and Australia.

Yet we don’t see large-scale conflicts based solely on economic class. The pressures of income 
disparity are more likely to result in migration, which then can become a source of conflict.

Gender
As you read in Chapter 1, Cannadine (2013) dismisses gender as a major source of group identity as 
he contends it is difficult to substantiate that there is a unifying identity solidarity among all women. 
You read in Chapter 9 that cultures treat the genders differently.

In 1979, the UN General Assembly adopted the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination Against Women. According to the convention, discrimination against women is any 

Figure 14.2  Percentage of Population That Is Malnourished, 2006–2008
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Source: United Nations Population Division.

Note: Australia, Britain, Germany, Mexico, Russia, South Africa, and the United States each have malnourshiment rates of 3%.


